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Unit Nine

Teaching Aims and Requirements: 

1) Get the students familiar with some useful expressions about western marriage culture.

2) Explain some grammatical points and useful expressions to help the students catch idiomatic usage of some new word and enrich their vocabulary.

3) Analyze the structure of the text to help the students improve their reading comprehension.

4) Do exercises to check what they have learnt in class.
5) To give students a good opportunity to make speeches and to practice their oral English
6) To help students develop a good attitude toward premarital agreements

Teaching procedure:

1. Get the students warmed up by telling stories about some world- famous people

2. Have a group discussion on marriage and the significance of premarital agreements
3. Explain the new words of section A.

4. Analyze the text, including the difficult sentences and the text structure..

5. Sum up the text.

6. Do the exercises and check the answers.

7. Teach the new words of section B.

8.  Analyze the text and do the exercises.
Teaching Methods and Time Arrangement:

Unit Nine (350minutes,7 periods of time)

Passage A

Pre-reading -------- word explanation (50m.)

           --------students-centered activities---questions and topics discussion (20m.)

Passage Reading -------- reading-centered activities(20m)

Post-Reading -------- explanation of language points (5om)
              -------- exercise (40m.)

--------further development (50m)

Passage B --------reading&exercises(120m)
Passage A   Premarital Agreement

Part One: Preparation
1.First tell stories about Jacqueline, Aristole Onassis and the premarital agreement between them 
premarital agreements 
Premarital agreements or prenuptial agreements are binding legal contracts between two people who intend to marry each other. 
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis
    Born on July 28, 1929, Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy was first lady of the United States during the administration (1961-1963) of her first husband, John F. Kennedy. She had been a newspaper reporter and photographer before their marriage in 1953. As first lady, she was a patron of the arts and an international fashion-trendsetter. Under her supervision the White House was restored and redecorated and declared a national museum. She was riding beside President Kenney when he was assassinated in Dallas, Texas, on Nov 22, 1963. In 1968 she married the Greek shipping millionaire Aristotle Onassis. After her second husband’s death, in 1975, she worked as an editor in book publishing.

Aristotle Onassis
   Born on January 20, 1906, Aristotle Onassis was a Greek shipping millionaire who accumulated a fortune of more than $500 million. Born of Greek parents in Turkey, he went to Buenos Aires in 1923 and became a telephone operator there. Soon Onassis established a tobacco import business, and by 1930s he bought unused freighters at low prices and by the end of World War II had amassed great wealth in shipping. After the war he increased his shipping fleet by purchasing surplus wartime freighters. He was also one of the pioneers in the construction of oil supertankers. Onassis used his profits to acquire hotels and banks throughout the world, as well as Olympic Airways. Onassis, who was divorced in 1960, had a well-publicized friendship with the soprano Maria Callas. In 1968 he married Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy.

2.Then have group discussions on the following questions. 

1. What’s your view on marriage?
1).What does marriage mean to you?
Summary: From our discussions, different conclusions can be drawn as follows: 
1)Marriage is the final destination of two lovers.

2)Marriage should be a duet—when one sings, the other claps.
3)Marriage is a palace that must be rebuilt every day.
4)Marriage is a lottery in which men stake their liberty and women their happiness.

5)Marriage is like an encircled fortress; those who are outside want to get in, and those inside want to get out.

6)Marriage is the tomb of love.
2).What are the secrets to a happy marriage?
Happy marriages, however, share the same secrets as follows:
1) Maintaining attraction for and trust with each other;

2) Development of free communication and mutual understanding of the marital happiness;

3) Cherishing personal as well as sexual values;

4) Readiness to give each other sentimental care;

5) Help for personality development;

6) Performance of accepted duties and fulfillment of expected responsibilities;

7) Respect for each other’s privacy;

8) Fulfillment of social obligations to maintain the marital status.
2.How to prevent a terrible marriage?
1.What do you do to save yourself from a terrible marriage?
2.Do you build your future marriage on the prenup or on the mutual trust? Why?
Summary: Most young people approach marriage with optimism, even euphoria. For many, however, the euphoria soon evaporates, and the optimism fades. Their once everlasting love may be replaced by a bitter mixture of frustration, anger, hostility, and strong dislike. The marriage now becomes a situation of mere endurance. To prevent such a thing from happening to me, I would like to do like this:
1) I will try to find a girl who is ready to commit herself to my career as well as to my love. 

2) I will blend each other’s life into our common pursuits.
So if I were asked to make a choice between a prenup-based marriage and a trust-based marriage, I would not hesitate a moment to embrace the latter. As much evidence proves, the former arises from lack of mutual trust between the spouses. By contrast, the latter results from the total confidence in each other. In addition, the former, due to the cold clauses of the prenup, will drain the couple’s life of every heat of true love for each other. In contrast to that, the latter, owing to their mutual faithfulness, will fill the couple’s life with intimacy, warmth, honesty as well as sexual happiness. And above all, the former is built on money and worry while the latter on love and mutual respect.
Part Two: New Words

1. marital    a.of marriage; of a husband and wife 

            He is faced with the fact of an irremediable marital breakdown. 

            He did not appear to have any financial or marital problems. 

2. premarital  a.happening before marriage 

            At that time, abortion, divorce, premarital sex, and drug trafficking were listed as serious sins. 

3. verify  vt.make certain of or prove the truth of (sth.) 

           These figures are surprisingly high and they'll have to be verified. 

           Are you able to verify your theory? 

4. candidate n.[C] a person who is competing to get a job or position, or sb. who is taking an exam 

           Candidates must write their names on the top page of the exam paper. 

           Sixty percent of the candidates failed the examination. 

5. enforce vt.1. cause (a rule, law, etc.) to be obeyed, or carried out effectively

            The new teacher totally failed to enforce any sort of discipline. 

            There is a law against dropping litter but it is rarely enforced. 

            2. make (sth.) happen, esp. by threats or force 

            They tried to enforce agreement with their plans. 

            Illness enforced him to remain idle. 

6. cite vt.1. mention, esp. as an example in a statement, argument, etc.; quote 

            She cited three reasons why people get into debt. 

            The lawyer cited a previous case to support his argument. 

            2. praise (sb. in the armed forces) publicly because of their bravery 

            She was cited by the government for doing an outstanding piece of work. 

7. awkward  a.1. causing anxiety or embarrassment 

            They'd chosen an awkward time to call as I'd just got into the bath. 

The police asked some awkward questions about where the money had come from.

            2. difficult to use, do or deal with    

            Some of the questions were rather awkward, but I still enjoyed the exam.           

            It was an awkward corner to get round, so take it slowly. 

            3. lacking skill in moving (parts of) the body
            Seals are very awkward on land, but graceful in the water.

            The child was awkward with knife and fork. 

8. static     a.staying in one place without moving, or not changing for a long  time 

           The national birth rate has remained static for the last few years. 

            He pointed out that a play is not a static object like a picture. 

9.bearing  n.1. [U] relation or influence 

            That had some bearing on our decision to move to another area of town.

            Your remark didn't have any bearing on what happened.            

            2. (sing.) a way of standing, walking, etc.
            She had a proud, distinguished bearing.                   

            He is a man of soldierly bearing.                           

             3. [C] a direction or angle as shown by a compass 

            The road system was so complicated that we had to stop to take our bearings several times.
            They lost their bearings in the dark

10. justification  n.[U] a good reason for doing sth. 

             It can be said, with some justification, that she is one of the greatest actresses

             on the English stage today.
            . I can see no justification for dividing the company into smaller units.

11. work out   develop well; prove successful

I'm sure things will work out for the best in the end. 

             It's an interesting scheme, but do you really think it will work out?

12. make no mistake (about sth.) do not have the slightest doubt; be quite sure

If you don't improve your behavior, you'll be punished; make no mistake about it

              Make no mistake about it, you're bound to have an accident if you drive so fast

              down the motorway.    

13. gain in get more of a particular quality

gain in confidence

              Cyber bars have gained in popularity in recent years.    
14. make/hit the headlines become important news in newspapers or on radio or television

              The arrival of the football team hit the headlines in the local press.

              "Computer crime" first made the headlines in 1983.    

15. be in line for be likely to get

Who's next in line for promotion in your department?

              The men worked much harder when they heard that they were in line for a wage increase.  

16. have no bearing on   have no relation to; have nothing to do with 

              How many kids you have has no bearing on how much tax you pay. 

              A suspect's criminal record should have no bearing on the trial. 

17. end up     finish in a particular place or way 

              He never dreamed that he would end up owning such a lot of property. 

              He'll end up in prison if he goes on behaving like that. 

18. lay bare expose or make known sth. hidden
The director was careful not to lay the firm's plans bare. 

              The speaker accidentally laid bare the government's intention to raise taxes

19. shed/throw/cast light on      . make a problem, etc. easier to understand 

              These discoveries may shed light on the origins of the universe. 

              Scientists working in the Gobi Desert have shed new light on the life of dinosaurs. 

Part Three: Structure Analysis

 The essay focuses on one social phenomenon: prenups or premarital agreements. The author uses many different writing techniques such as general-specific details and general-examples to tell us what prenups are, who want prenups, the points to be taken care of before signing prenups and finally a general evaluation of prenups.
    The whole passage can be roughly divided into 4 parts:
    1. The first part is made up of 4 paragraphs, from Paragraph 1 to Paragraph 4. Paragraph 1 is a humorous beginning — crazy clauses of premarital agreements, or a joke about what prenups are about. Then the author corrects himself by saying that most of the prenups are about how financial assets will be divided up if a couple divorces. Then Paragraph 3 deals with the general definition of prenups: premarital agreements are designed to address the division of financial assets when a couple put an end to their marriage. And prenups are negotiated by lawyers for the prospective spouses, and signed before a marriage ceremony. Paragraph 4 is just one example of prenups: Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis won $26 million through her prenups with her second husband Aristotle Onassis.
    2. The second part consists of 4 paragraphs, from Paragraph 5 to Paragraph 8. The 4 paragraphs are about who need to have prenups. The author goes into detail to talk about 4 types of people who need to have prenups before a marriage.
    3. The third part has 6 paragraphs, from Paragraph 9 to Paragraph 14. The 6 paragraphs deal with what points should be taken care of when one goes into a premarital agreement. 
    4. The fourth part is made up of 2 paragraphs, Paragraph 15 and Paragraph 16. They are about the general evaluations of prenups, one negative and the other positive.
Part Four: Language Points

1.A future husband wanted to be sure that if his marriage didn't work out, he could keep his treasured ice-cream collection safely stored away in a freezer. 
Meaning: A groom-to-be wanted to be sure that if his marriage filed, he was able to have his collection of ice-cream that he likes very much safely kept in a freezer. 

Note the subjunctive mood is used in the sentence to indicate the supposition that is less likely.

2.These are some of the crazier clauses of prenuptial agreements. 
Meaning: These are some of the more peculiar or strange conditions that may be found in premarriage agreements.

Crazier means more crazy, in other word, rather odd or unusual. 
      e.g. His behaviour is getting crazier everyday. 

3.But make no mistake about it, what most of them are about is money —  and how financial assets will be divided up if a couple divorces. 

Meaning: But sure enough, what most of the clauses are about is money, and how to divide up the properties when a couple divorces. 

In this sentence, "it" refers to the matter talked about, and "them" refers to the clauses of premarital agreements.

financial assets: properties, such as money, housing, etc. 

4.And divorce with its accompanying money problems is common in the United States. (Para. 2)

Meaning: And divorce, which usually comes together with money problems, is common in the United States. 

5.Prenuptial agreements — or "prenups" — are designed to address these problems as they arise. 

Meaning: Prenuptial agreements, which are called "prenups" for short, are made to deal with these money problems when they occur.

6.Prenups are negotiated by lawyers for the prospective spouses, and  signed before a minister binds them in marriage.            
Meaning: Premarital contracts are discussed and drawn up by lawyers  for the future couples, and are signed by the couples before they are declared as husband and wife in a church.

7.They have been gaining in acceptance in the United State since the early 1980s, when more states began passing laws that affected the division of financial assets in a divorce. 

Meaning: More and more Americans have come to accept premarital agreements since the early 1980s, when more states started to pass divorce laws that obliged the couple to divide their properties in certain ways.

8.The laws are based either on "community property" (split evenly) or on "reasonable distribution" (whatever a judge thinks is "fair"). 

Meaning: The laws are based either on "community property" (half-and-half division) or on "reasonable distribution" (division that a judge thinks is "fair").

 community property: property that belongs to both the man and the woman reasonable distribution: fair division of the property

9.The prenups of the famous make the headlines: lawyers for Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis contested the prenuptial agreement between her and Aristotle Onassis after his death, reportedly winning $26 million in an out-of-court settlement. 

 Meaning: The premarital agreements of well-known people can become important news. 

It's reported that lawyers who worked for Jacqueline, the former first lady of the United States, won her $26 million after disputing the premarital agreement between her and her late second husband Aristotle Onassis, the Greek shipping millionaire, in a settlement out of the court.

10.But prenuptial agreements are also for lesser known, although wealthy folks. (Para.5)

Meaning: But premarital agreements are also applicable to those people who are less famous but very rich. 

11."It's because divorce has such great economic consequences, and  successive marriages have become so common," said a family law lawyer. 

Meaning: "Prenups are common simply because divorce can cause serious financial problems, and a second or third marriage has become so common now," said a family law lawyer.

12.A typical candidate for a prenuptial agreement is a man who has accumulated considerable wealth, has already been stung once, and  wants to reduce his exposure to future problems. 

Meaning: A man of substantial wealth, who was once hurt by a bitter marriage and who expects no more of such problems in the future, is typically fit for a prenuptial agreement.

13."They want to make their own arrangements, rather than let a court decide," said the president of the New York chapter of the American Academy of Marriage Lawyers. 

Meaning: "Such people want to make their own arrangements instead of letting a court settle their problems," said the president of the New York branch of the American Academy of Marriage Lawyers.

14."Someone may have an estate of $1 billion and he may not want a second spouse to get a payment of half a billion. He may want more for his children," said a lawyer

 Meaning: "Someone may have property of $1 billion and he may not want his second wife to get half of this sum of money. He may want more than a half billion for his children," said a lawyer.

15.The effort to shield assets to be passed on to children and grandchildren is making prenups more common among retired people in their 60s and 70s who are re marrying after a spouse has died. 

Meaning: The effort to protect children and grandchildren and to ensure that assets are handed down to them is making premarital agreements more common among people in their 60s and 70s, who have retired and are remarrying after a spouse has died.

16.Another situation that calls for premarital agreements occurs when a potential spouse has, or is in line for, great inherited wealth or a family business, especially if the future partner has little or nothing at all. 

Meaning: Another situation that needs premarital agreements is that a potential husband/wife has, or is going to have, an enormous sum of money or a family business handed down from his/her ancestor while the future partner is poor.

17.But even when both parties have signed such an agreement, it can be impossible to enforce it in court if proper guidelines have not been followed. 

Meaning: But even when both the husband and wife have signed a premarital agreement, it can be impossible to carry it out in court if they have not followed proper guidelines. 

18.A lawyer is required to write the document, for mistakes in language — even a misplaced preposition — can be disastrous.
Meaning: It is necessary for a lawyer to write the prenups, because if there are any language mistakes, even the incorrect use of a preposition, then a disaster may follow.

19.But never, ever, warn marriage law consultants, should you use the same lawyer as your future spouse does.
Meaning: But marriage lawyers warn that you should never employ the same lawyer who is also employed by your future spouse.

20.Another problem is a prenuptial agreement signed under pressure. 

Meaning: Another problem is that where a person is forced to sign a prenuptial agreement in too limited a time. 

21.A classic example is cited by lawyers: "An agreement is stuck under somebody's nose on the day of the wedding — and it's usually a 'she'  — and she signs, but doesn't even read it." 
Meaning: A typical example mentioned by lawyers is that a premarital contract is too hastily signed on the wedding day, usually by a bride who doesn't even have time to read it.

22.A dispute can also break out over prenuptial agreements if a couple decides to divorce while living abroad, or when they have different passports. 
Meaning: If a couple decides to divorce while they are living abroad or when they have different passports, disagreement over prenuptial agreements can also occur. 

23.…prenuptial agreements were "just about ignored" by the courts because English law says that circumstances of a marriage aren't static, and therefore a judge should decide how financial assets 

will be divided. 
Meaning: … British courts almost paid no attention to prenuptial agreements because English law says that conditions of a marriage change over time, and therefore a judge should decide how to divide financial assets between the couple. 

24.That can lead to "court-shopping", since what matters is the law of  the country where the couple is getting divorced.
Meaning: Consequently, people can choose which court to get a divorce in because the important thing is the law of the country where the couple is getting divorced.

court-shopping: a new coinage, probably modeled after "window-shopping".

The implied meaning of "court-shopping" is that one may choose one court among several for one's legal suit. 

25. while Mr. Smith will want it to be an American case.
Meaning: … while Mr. Smith will want the case to be treated as an American one by the law of the United States. 

26.The issue of where it will be held can greatly multiply the amount of time required to reach a settlement.
Meaning: It takes much more time to settle a divorce case when there is a problem about which country the couple should go to.

27.Their justification: some 50 percent of all marriages in the United States end up on the trash heap. Meaning: Here is their reason: about half of all marriages in the United States finally result in divorce.

28."Many people sign an agreement, put it in a drawer and never look at it again," the lawyer added. Meaning: "Many people sign an agreement, put the agreement in a drawer and then forget about it," the lawyer added. 
Passage Five: A Summary of the Passage

Prenuptial agreements, or prenups are designed to address _____ problems as they arise in a marriage. They are negotiated by lawyers for the _____ spouses, and signed before a minister binds them in marriage. A typical _____ for a prenuptial agreement is a man who has ______ considerable wealth, has already been _____ once, and wants to reduce his ____ to future problems. Retired people in their 60s and 70s who are remarrying after a spouse has died need prenups as well in order to ___ assets to be ___ on to children and grandchildren. Another situation that calls for premarital agreements ______ when a _____ spouse has, or is in ____ for, great _____ wealth or a family business, especially if the future partner has little or nothing at all. Of course, there are some notable problems _____ such an agreement. First, one should not use the ____ lawyer as his/her future spouse does. Second, one should _____ a prenuptial agreement signed under pressure. Last but not ____, one should take into ______the situation in which a couple decides to divorce while living abroad, or when they have different ______; because what _____ is the law of the country where the couple is getting _____. The discussions for a prenuptial agreement sometimes do save a couple from a _____ marriage; whereas, _____ love has no ____ on this process. 
Section B  Is the Traditional Family Structure at Risk?
Part I: Background information

 1.the Population Council: This is an international nongovernmental organization, headquartered in New York city, US, with branches in Africa, Asia, Latin America, the Caribbean, and the Middle East, focusing on demographic studies to promote the understanding of reproductive health and population growth. It includes information on its research programs and birth control products and provides annual report and publications. 

2.Ghana: The Republic of Ghana is the first African country south of the Sahara to achieve independence in 1957. There are approximately 100 ethnolinguistic groups, which are further               divided into numerous cultural and linguistic units. Ghana shares borders with three French-speaking nations of Cote d’Ivoire to the west, Togo to the east, and Burkina Faso to the north. 

3.the Philippines: The Philippines were ceded by Spain to the US in 1898 following the Spanish-American War. They attained their independence in 1946 after being occupied by the        Japanese in World War II. The 21-year rule of Ferdinand Marcos ended in 1986 when a widespread popular rebellion forced him into exile. In 1992, the US closed down its last military                 bases on the islands. The Philippines has had two electoral  presidential transitions since Marcos' removal by “people power”. In January 2001, the Supreme Court declared Joseph Estrada unable to rule in view of mass resignations from his government and administered the oath of office to Vice President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo as his constitutional successor. The government continues to struggle with ongoing Muslim insurgencies in the south. 

Part II. New Words

1.undergo  vt . experience

     She underwent an operation on her left leg last year. 

     Cinema in Britain is undergoing increasing popularity.

2. dissolve  v.1. (cause to ) come to an end

            The tension in the office just dissolves when she walks out. 

            The society was dissolved due to lack of members. 

            2. be absorbed by a liquid 

            Keep stirring the tea until the sugar has dissolved. 

            Dissolve two spoons of powder in warm water. 

3. overtake v.1. (of sth. unpleasant) reach suddenly and unexpectedly 

            The family was overtaken by tragedy several years ago, and they still haven't recovered. 

            She was overtaken by sorrow when her husband died. 

            2. go beyond by being a greater amount or degree; come from behind and pass 

            It's dangerous to overtake another car on a bend. 

            Exports have already overtaken last year's figure. 

4. agendan.  a list of matters to be dealt with or to be discussed at a meeting

             There were several important items on the agenda. 

             The question of salary increases is high on the agenda. 

5. maintain   vt.1. support financially

            She maintains two sons at university. 

            They barely earn enough to maintain themselves and their four children. 

            2. continue to have; keep in existence 

            Despite living in different countries, the two families have maintained close links. 

            The film has maintained its position as the critic's favorite for another year. 

6 optional    a.that may be chosen or not chosen, as one wishes 

            The charge for going into the museum is optional. 

            Art and music are optional. 
7.casual a. 1. showing little concern

            She walked into the room with no more than a casual glance at the children standing outside.

            Although close to tears, she tried to make her voice sound casual. 

            2. (of clothes) not formal or not suitable for special occasions casual wear

            For some people casual clothes mean a T-shirt and old jeans. 

            3. happening by chance or without planning 

            Most of the building work was done by casual labour. 

            She had a number of casual jobs during the university holidays. 

8.migrate   vi.1. move from one place to another 

            Millions have migrated to the cities because they could not survive  in rural areas. 

            Pioneers from New England migrated to all parts of the United States. 

            2. (of birds and fish) travel to a different place, esp. when the season changes 

            In September these birds migrate 2,000 miles south to a warmer climate. 

            These birds migrate northwards in spring and southwards in fall. 

9. subtract  v. take (a number) from another number

           You have to subtract 25% tax from the sum you receive. 

           When you subtract 3 from 7, the answer is 4. 

Part III: Structure Analysis

   As the title of the passage indicates, the report released by the Population Council shows that the traditional family structure is at risk with the appearance of unmarried mothers, rising divorce rates, and increasing women’s economic contributions, etc. The author finds some reasons through an objective analysis of the figures and the information.

   Paras.1—3 A brief introduction to the research of family structure.

   Paras4—10 A summary of the major findings.

   Paras.11-20 Some reasons for the changing role of women in the family.

   Paras.21—22 Other findings from the analysis of the research : the role of fathers.

Part IV: language Points      
1. Around the world, in rich and poor countries alike, the structure of family life is undergoing extreme changes, a new analysis of research from numerous countries has concluded. 

Meaning: A new analysis of survey information covering a great many countries has come to the conclusion that around the world, whether in rich or poor countries, there is dramatic change in the structure of family life.

  in rich and poor countries alike: whether in rich or poor countries, the same applies undergoing extreme changes: experiencing great changes

2."The idea that the family is a stable and orderly unit in which father serves as economic provider and mother serves as emotional care giver is a myth," … 

Meaning: "The thought that family is an unchangeable and well-organized unit in which father plays the role of the main earner and mother gives emotional care to children is no longer            true," ……

3.The reality is that trends like unmarried mothers, rising divorce rates and smaller households are not unique to America, but are occurring worldwide. 
Meaning: The reality is that tendencies such as more unmarried mothers, increases in divorce and households getting smaller are common not only in the United States but also around world.

4.The report was released Tuesday by the Population Council, an international organization based in New York that studies issues related to child bearing. (Para. 3)

Meaning: The report was published Tuesday by the Population Council. 

This international organization is located in New York and studies issues concerning child bearing. 

5.Its graphs combine information obtained from a variety of population and household studies from dozens of countries.
Meaning: The report's graphs contain different sources of information that are collected from different population and household studies from many countries.

6.A summary of the major findings:…
Meaning: Here is a summary of the major results of the research:

7.Whether because of abandonment, separation, divorce or death of a spouse, marriages are dissolving with increasing frequency. 

Meaning: More and more people bring an end to their marriages for a variety of reasons such as being abandoned, separated, divorced or deprived of a partner.

8.Parents in their prime working years face growing burdens caring for children, who need to be supported through more years of education, and for their own parents, who are living longer.             Meaning: Parents in the best of their career years have to bear increasing responsibility both for the children, who need care and support through more years of education, and for their own parents, whose life spans are longer now.

Please note the structure "burdens caring for children … and for their own parents …"

9.Unmarried mothers are increasingly common virtually everywhere,  reaching as many as a third of all births in the north of Europe, for example. 

Meaning: The number of unmarried mothers is increasing almost everywhere. For example, in the north of Europe unmarried mothers constitute as many as one third of all births. 

10.Children in single-parent households — usually families with only a mother present — are much more likely to be overtaken by poverty than those who live with two parents, largely because of the loss of support from the fathers. 
Meaning: Children who live with one parent, usually with mothers, are much more likely to be poorer and therefore live a harder life than those children who live with both their mothers and fathers. This is mainly because they have no support from the fathers. 
 single-parent households: single-parent families

11.The theme that families are changing in similar ways, even in very different cultures, should bring about new thinking on social policy, experts say, and in particular an increase in the importance of families in the agenda of governments.
Meaning: Experts say that the global changing trend in the structure of family life should make people have new ideas about social policy and especially make governments realize the increased importance of families and do more for it.

12.The theme that families are changing in similar ways, even in very different cultures, …            Meaning: The idea that families are changing in similar ways in different countries and among different peoples, …

13.…women around the world tend to work longer hours than men, both at 
Meaning: … women throughout the world are more likely to work longer hours than men, both at home and in their working places. 

14.women were found to contribute about a third of household's cash income, but 55 percent of household support if the economic value of their activities at home, such as growing food or gathering hay to feed the family donkey, is included. 

Meaning: … women were found to earn about one third of family's cash income. But if you include the economic value of their activities at home such as growing food or raising domestic animals, then you'll see they provide 55 percent of family support. 

15.While the reasons for entering the work force may vary from country  to country, women everywhere are finding that to give their children an adequate life, getting a job is no longer optional.
Meaning: Although the reasons for women going to work may differ in different countries, women around the world are finding that to give their children a good enough life, getting a job is a must.

16. High rates of inflation may raise prices to the point where women are forced to earn money themselves.
Meaning: High rates of inflation may increase prices to the extent that women have to earn money themselves. 

17.In Africa, an eighteen-year-old woman might need a job because she had a baby before marriage and has only a casual relationship with the father, or she might have a husband who goes on to another marriage and supports the children of that union. 

Meaning: In Africa, an eighteen-year-old woman might want a job because she is an unmarried mother with a baby to raise but has no serious relationship with the father, or she might have a husband who marries another woman and supports the children from that marriage.

18. "In Asia," she added, "the husband may have migrated for better economic opportunities and stopped sending money after a year or two."
Meaning: She added, "In Asia, the husband may have moved to another place for work of better pay and have stopped sending money back home after a year or two."                         19.And everywhere, parents are finding that there are fewer jobs that pay enough to allow a family to scrape byfinancially.
Meaning: And everywhere, parents are finding fewer jobs available that pay enough to allow a family to make ends meet (live on).

20.That means that instead of working with them in the fields, their 6-year-old is in school learning the alphabet and how to add and subtract.
Meaning: That means parents would send their 6-year-old child to school to learn to read and write and calculate rather than have him work with them in the fields.

21.As there are usually no scholarships, the money to pay for school fees, uniforms, transportation and supplies must come from the parents' purse. 
Meaning: Since there are usually no scholarships, the parents must have the money to pay for school fees, uniforms, transportation and other supplies for the child. 

22.The fact that many developing countries must trim money from public education as part of their debt-reduction plans creates further s said. (Para. 19)

Meaning: Families, she said, are put under increasing pressure due to the fact that many developing countries have to cut down on public education budget in order to reduce their heavy debt.

