College English Achievement Test
for College English (New Edition)
Band 1

《大学英语》
1级学业测试题

I．Listening Comprehension (20%) 

Section A

Directions:
In this section, you will hear 10 short conversations. At the end of each conversation, a question will be asked about what was said. Both the conversation and the question will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then mark the corresponding letter with a single line through the center. 

Example: 
You will hear:  
M: Is it possible for you to work late, Miss Grey?


W: Work late? I suppose so, if you really think it’s necessary.


Q: Where do you think this conversation most probably took place?

       
You will read:  
A) At the office.


B) In the waiting room.


C) At the airport.


D) In a restaurant.

From the conversation we know that the two were talking about some work they had to finish in the evening. This is most likely to have taken place at the office. Therefore, A) “At the office” is the best answer. You should choose [A] and mark it with a single line through the center.

1. A. He will mail a check for her.

B. He will pick up her mail.

C. He will put it in the mailbox.

D. He will check the bill there.

2. A. The woman doesn’t like the party.

B. The man didn’t go to the party.

C. The man enjoyed the party.

D. The woman missed the party.

3. A. He gives advice to people on vehicles.

B. He collects all sorts of things.

C. He produces components.

D. He fixes bicycles.

4. A. Impolite.

B. Helpful.

C. Unfriendly.

D. Selfish.

5. A. 110 minutes.

B. 120 minutes.

C. 144 minutes.

D.130 minutes.

6. A. The doctor is on holiday today.

B. The doctor has forgotten the calendar.

C. The doctor is fully occupied today.

D. The doctor was sorry to see the man.

7. A. 7:00.

B. 7:15.

C. 7:30.

D 7:45.

8. A. Receptionist and guest.

B. Waitress and boss.

C. Waitress and diner.

D. Teacher and student.

9. A. She has had some kind of oranges before.

B. She doesn’t like the oranges.

C. She doesn’t understand why the man likes the oranges.

D. She has never eaten such delicious oranges before.

10. A. The man should ask Tom to call the secretary.

B. The man can’t use the secretary’s phone.

C. There is not enough time to phone Tom.

D. The secretary will leave before he phones.

Section B

Directions: In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then mark the corresponding letter with a single line through the center.

Passage One

Questions 11 to 13 are based on the passage you have just heard.

11.
A. The cat ate the fish.


B. The cat spoiled the fish.


C. The cat stole half of the fish.


D. The cat was there, but was driven away in time.

12.
A When the party was going on.


B. At lunchtime.


C. Very late in the afternoon.


D. Early in the afternoon.

13.
A. The fish dish.


B. One of Mrs. Wilson’s friend.


C. Mrs. Wilson’s neighbor.


D. An unknown person.

Passage Two

Questions 14 to 16 are based on the passage you have just heard.

14. 
A. A letter of application.


B. A letter of recommendation.


C. A letter of introduction.


D. A letter of invitation.

15. 
A. 1990  B. 1992  C. 1997  D. 2000

16. 
A. Brigitte once changed her job.


B. Brigitte is a native English speaker.


C. Brigitte is going to get married in Dublin.


D. Brigitte has never been to Dublin.
Passage Three

Questions 17 to 20 are based on the passage you have just heard.

17.
A. Because she was not good enough.


B. Because she was disabled.


C. Because she was a woman.


D. Because she was unable to pay tuition fee.

18. 
A. A college in Switzerland.


B. A college in America.


C. A college in Britain.


D. A college in Sweden.

19. 
A. That all the students agreed to accept Elizabeth.


B. That most of the students didn’t mind whether to accept her or not.


C. That some felt proud to have a woman student on the campus.


D. That some thought Liza’s idea very interesting.

20. 
A. Because a famous politician supported her.


B. Because he thought her idea was interesting.


C. Because he took proud in training the world’s first woman doctor.


D. Because he was forced to do so.

II．Reading Comprehension (30%)
Directions: There are 4 passages in this part. Each passage is followed by some questions or unfinished statements. For each of them there are four choices marked A, B, C and D. Choose the best answer to each question.

Passage one

    Since we are social beings, the quality of our lives depends in large measure on our interpersonal relationships. One strength of the human conditions is our tendency to give and receive support from one another under stressful circumstances. Social support consists of the exchange of resources among people based on their interpersonal ties. Those of us with strong support systems appear better able to cope with life changes and daily hassles. People with strong social ties live longer and have better health than those without such ties. Studies over a range of illnesses, from depression to heart disease, reveal that the presence of social support helps people fend off illness, and the absence of such support makes poor health likely.

Social support cushions stress in a number of ways. First, friends, relatives, and co-workers may let us know that they value us. Our self-respect is strengthened when we feel accepted by others despite our faults and difficulties. Second, other people often provide us with informational support. They help us to define and understand our problems and find solutions to them. Third, we typically find social companionship supportive. Engaging in leisure-time activities with others helps us to meet our social needs while at the same time distracting us from our worries and troubles. Finally, other people may give us instrumental support ― financial aid, material resources and needed services — that reduces stress by helping us resolve and cope with our problems.

21. 
Interpersonal relationships are important because ___________.


A. they can cure a range of illnesses such as heart disease, etc.


B. they help people to cope with life in the information era


C. they awaken people’s desire to exchange resources


D. they are indispensable to people’s social well-being

22.
Research shows that people’s physical and mental health ___________.


A. depends on their ability to deal with daily worries and troubles


B. relies on the social welfare systems which support them


C. has much to do with the amount of support they get from others


D. is closely related to their strength for coping with major changes in their lives

23.
Which of the following is closest in meaning to the word “cushions” (Para. 2) ___________?


A. Lays the foundation for.


B. Lessens the effect of.


C. Adds up to.


D. Does away with.

24.
Helping a sick neighbor with some repair work is an example of _________.


A. informational support


B. social companionship


C. instrumental support


D. the strengthening of self-respect

25.
Social companionship is beneficial in that ___________.


A. it helps strengthen our ties with relatives


B. it makes our leisure-time activities more enjoyable


C. it enables us to eliminate our faults and mistakes


D. it draws our attention away from our worries and trouble

Passage Two
    Whether the eyes are the windows of the soul is debatable, but that they are intensely important in interpersonal communication is a fact. During the first two months of a baby’s life, the stimulus that produces a smile is a pair of eyes. The eyes need not be real: a mask with two dots will produce a smile. Significantly, a real human face with eyes covered will not motivate a smile, nor will the sight of only one eye when the face is presented in profile. This attraction to eyes as opposed to the nose or mouth continues as the baby matures. In one study, when American four-year-olds were asked to draw people, 75 percent of them drew people with mouths, but 99 percent of them drew people with eyes. In Japan, however, where babies are carried on their mother’s back, infants do not acquire as much attachment to eyes as they do in other cultures. As a result, Japanese adults make little use of the face either to encode (编码) or decode meaning. In fact, Argyle reveals that the “proper place to focus one’s gaze during a conversation in Japan is on the neck of one’s conversation partner.” 

    The role of eye contact in a conversational exchange between two Americans is well defined: speakers make contact with the eyes of their listener for about one second, then glance away and they talk; in a few moments they re-establish eye contact with the listener or reassure themselves that their audience is still attentive, then shift their gaze away once more. Listeners, meanwhile, keep their eyes on the face of the speaker, allowing themselves to glance away only briefly. It is important that they are looking at the speaker at the precise moment when the speaker assumes that they are disinterested and either will pause until eye contact is resumed or will terminate the conversation. Just how critical this eye maneuvering is to the maintenance of conversational flow becomes evident when two speakers are wearing dark glasses; there may be a sort of traffic jam of words caused by interruption, false starts, and unpredictable pauses.

26.
The author is convinced that the eyes are _________.


A. something the value of which is largely a matter of long debate


B. something through which one can see a person’s inner world


C. of considerable significance in making conversations interesting


D. of extreme importance in expressing feelings and exchanging ideas

27.
Babies will not be stimulated to smile by a person _________.


A. whose face is seen from the side


B. whose face is covered with a mask


C. whose front view is fully perceived


D. whose face is free of any covering

28.
According to the passage, the Japanese fix their gaze on their conversation partners’ neck because _________.


A. they don’t like to keep their eyes on the face of the speaker


B. they need not communicate through eye contact


C. they didn’t have much opportunity to communicate through eye contact in babyhood


D. they don’t think it polite to have eye contact

29.
According to the passage, a conversation between two Americans may break down due to ________.


A. improperly-timed ceasing of eye contact


B. eye contact of more than one second


C. one temporarily glancing away from the other


D. constant adjustment of eye contact

30.
To keep a conversation flowing smoothly, it is better for the participants________.

A. not to make any interruptions


B. not to glance away from each other


C. not to wear dark spectacles


D. not to make unpredictable pauses

Passage Three
Many a young person tells me he wants to be a writer. I always encourage such people, but I also explain that there’s a big difference between being a writer and writing. In most cases these individuals are dreaming of wealth and fame, not the long hours alone at a typewriter. “You’ve got to want to write,” I say to them, “not want to be a writer.”
    The reality is that writing is a lonely, private and poor-paying affair. For every writer kissed by fortune there are thousands more whose longing is never rewarded. When I left a 20-year career in the U.S. Coast Guard to become a freelance writer, I had no prospects at all. What I did have was a friend who found for me my room in a New York apartment building. It didn’t even matter that it was cold and had no bathroom. I immediately bought a used manual typewriter and felt like a genuine writer.

    After a year or so, however, I still hadn’t got a break and began to doubt myself. It was so hard to sell a story that barely made enough to eat. But I knew I wanted to write. I had dreamed about it for years. I wasn’t going to be one of those people who died wondering. What if? I would keep putting my dream to test (even though it meant living with uncertainty and fear of failure). This is the shadow-land of hope, and anyone with a dream must learn to live there.

31.
The passage is meant to ________.


A. warn young people of the hardships that a successful writer has to experience


B. advise young people to give up their idea of becoming a professional writer


C. show young people it is unrealistic for a writer to pursue wealth


D. encourage young people to pursue a writing career

32.
What can be concluded from the passage?


A. Genuine writers often find their work interesting and rewarding.


B. A writer’s success depends on luck rather than on effort.


C. Famous writers usually live in poverty and isolation.


D. The chances for writers to become successful are small.

33.
Why did the author begin to doubt himself after the first years of his writing career?


A. He was not able to produce a single book.


B. He hadn’t seen a change for the better.


C. He wasn’t able to have a rest for a whole year.


D. He found his dream would never come true.

34.
In “...people who died wondering”, “who” refers to those ________.


A. who think too much of the dark side of life


B. who regret giving up their career halfway


C. who think a lot without making a decision


D. who are full of imagination even upon death

35.
“Shadow-land” in the last sentence refers to ________.


A. the wonderland one often dreams about


B. the bright future that one is looking forward to


C. the state of uncertainty before one’s final goal is reached


D. a world that exists only in one’s imagination

Passage Four
    What do we think with? Only the brain? Hardly. The brain is like a telephone exchange. It is the switchboard, but not the whole system. Its function is to receive incoming signals, make proper connections, and send the messages through to their destination. For efficient service, the body must function as a whole.

    But where is the mind? Is it in the brain? Or perhaps in the nervous system? After all, can we say that the mind is in any particular place? It is not a thing, like a leg, or even the brain. It is a function, an activity. Aristotle, twenty-three hundred years ago, observed that the mind was to the body what cutting was to the ax. When the ax is not in use, there is no cutting. So is the mind. “Mind,” said Charles H. Woolbert, “is what the body is doing.”
    If this activity is necessary for thinking, it is also necessary for carrying thought from one person to another. Observe how people go about the business of ordinary conversation. If you have never done this painstakingly (费力的), you have a surprise in store, for good conversationalists are almost constantly in motion. Their heads are continually nodding and shaking sometimes so vigorously that you wonder how their necks can stand the strain. Even the legs and feet are active. As for the hands and arms, they are seldom still for more than a few seconds at a time. 

    These people, remember, are not making speeches. They are merely common folk trying to make others understand what they have in mind. They are not conscious of movement. Their speech is not studied. They are just human creatures in a human environment, trying to adapt themselves to a social situation. Yet they converse, not only with oral language, but with visible actions that involve practically every music in the body.

In short, because people really think all over, a speaker must talk all over if he succeeds in making people think.
36. 
Which of the following is the best title for the passage?


A. Bodily Communication


B. Bodily Actions


C. Spoken Language


D. Conversations
37.
Which of the following statements would the author agree with?


A. Thinking is a social phenomenon.


B. Thinking is solely a brain function.


C. Thinking is a function of the nervous system.


D. Thinking is the sum total of body activity.

38.
In communication, it is essential not only to employ speech, but also ________.


A. to speak directly to the other person


B. to employ a variety of bodily movements


C. to be certain that the other person is listening


D. to pay great attention to the other person’s behavior

39.
It can be inferred from the passage that the basic function of bodily activity in speech is to _________.


A. make the listener feel emotional 


B. make the speaker understood


C. amplify or intensify the speaker’s spoken words


D. convey the speaker’s implied meaning to the listener
40.
Which of the following is TRUE?


A. The brain is compared to a telephone exchange.


B. The mind is an activity of the nervous system.


C. Some people remain still while talking to others.


D. Many people move their bodies on purpose while talking.
III．Vocabulary and Structure (15%)

Directions:
For each of the following incomplete sentences, there are four choices marked A, B, C and D. Choose the one that best completes the sentence.

41.
If you want to ______ that you get the diploma, you have to work harder and take all these curricula and pass them.

A. insure      
B. assure       
C. ensure       
D. secure 

42.
The picture ____ the days when I spent my childhood in the countryside.


A. reminded    
B. recollected     
C. remembered   
D. recalled

43.
Mr. Smith had an unusual ____: he was first an office clerk, then a sailor, and ended up as a school teacher.


A. profession 
B. occupation  
C. position  
D. career

44.
People could hardly ____ their anger when they found millions of dollars of public funds had been used to build luxurious houses for city officials.


A. hold back  
B. draw back 
C. keep back  
D. hold up

45.
I believe they are the most _______ people we have in China.


A. hopeful   
B. likely   
C. prospective  
D. promising

46.
The wild animals are ________ in small cages in the zoo.

A. restricted    
B. limited   
C. restrained   
D. confined

47.
She______ her good health to diet and exercise.

A. subjects   
B. attributes    
C. owes   
D. refers

48.
The victim was able to give a(an)_______description of the suspect.

A. correct   
B. accurate   
C. precise   
D. exact

49.
A good teacher is able to _________ a complicated idea in very simple terms.


A. work out  
B. go by   
C. put across  
D. bring about

50.
Over the years my father had gradually _______ a collection of precious stamps. 


A. absorbed 
B. gathered   
C. accumulated    
D. collected

51.
It was ______ of you to get up early to catch the first bus so that you could avoid traffic jam.


A. sentimental   
B. sensible    
C. reasonable  
D. sensitive

52.
How to create enough jobs for the laid-off workers is a(an) _______ problem for which there is no simple solution.


A. internal    
B. emergent   
C. important   
D. complex

53.
The hurricane has damaged the crops. But we have not had enough information to ______ whether the loss has been well beyond a million dollars. 


A. examine  
B. explore   
C. assess   
D. calculate

54.
Some parents go out their ways to _______ their kids from bad movies that are likely to affect their healthy growth. 


A. release 
B. shelter  
C. prevent 
D. stop 

55.
Professor Smith gave us a brief and vivid lecture. He ________ his idea that even to this day man is still very ignorant of himself.


A. put across
B. figured out  
C. worked out   
D. drove home

56.
I take pride in being an independent thinker in full possession of my critical ______.


A. judgment  
B. abilities   
C. faculties    
D. capacities

57. They have had a well-grown bamboo in their minds after a long-time planning; therefore, this project is well ________.


A. on hands  
B. by hand    
C. at hand   
D. in hand

58.
Mary _______ her bag at the first sight by seeing its color.


A. identified   
B. told    
C. recognized   
D. claimed

59.
I appreciate _______ to your home.


A. to be invited 
B. to have invited 
C. having invited  
D. being invited

60.
Our only request is that this ________ as soon as possible.


A. must settle 
B. is settled  
C. settled     
D. be settled

61.
Once environmental damage ________, it takes many years for the system to recover.

 
A. has done  
B. is to do   
C. does    
D. is done

62.
She didn’t _______ me for returning the wallet that I found.


A. so much as thank        
B. so much as to thank


C. as much as thanking         
D. so much as thanking

63. The hours _______ the children spend in their one-way relationship with television people undoubtedly affect their relationships with real-life people.


A. in which  
B. on which  
C. when    
D. that

64.
______ receiving financial support from family, community or the government is allowed, it is never admired.


A. As    
B. Once    
C. Although    
D. Lest

65.
They claim that ____ 1,000 factories closed down during the economic crisis.

A. sufficiently 
B. approximately  
C. considerably 
D. properly  

66.
Farmers mistrusted speculative grain selling through Grain Exchange. It happened too often that they sold their wheat soon after harvest ____ see prices rising and speculators getting rich.

A. only to   
B. so as to     
 C. in order to   
D. in attempts to

67.
All        is a continuous supply of fuel oil.


A. which is needed
B. that is needed
C. the things needed
D. for their needs

68.
There is no tree        bears some fruit.


A. that     
B. which      
C. but        
D. unless

69.
You’d rather watch TV this evening, ________?


A. isn’t it  
B. hadn’t you 
C. wouldn’t you 
D. won’t you

70.
Jean doesn’t want to work right away because she thinks that if she _____ a job she probably wouldn’t be able to see her friends very often.


A. has to get 
B. were to get 
C. had got 
D. could have got

IV．Cloze (5%)

Directions: The following passage is taken from one of the texts you have learned. Read the passage and fill in each of the numbered blanks with the exact word that appears in your textbook

What is intelligence anyway? If life is about   71   of a species – and intelligence is   72    to   73   that survival – then we can’t   74   with pea-brained turtles, which were here long before us and survived the   75   that wiped out the dinosaurs. Still, it is   76   to realize that other species   77    our own can stand back and   78   the world around them, even if their    79    are more   80   than ours. 

V. Translation (15%)

Directions: Translate the following passage into English, using the words and phrases given below.

	not so much…as 
	indomitable
	in other words
	no more than
	obvious

	accomplish
	stand to reason
	devote to
	meet with
	anything but


成功的要诀不是金钱而是一个坚强的意志。一个大人物是一个具有坚强意志和不屈不挠精神的人。换句话说，一个没有坚强意志去获得最后胜利的人，终其一生都永远不会成功。他只不过是一个失败者。

很明显，世界上并没有难事。如果你下定决心去做它，你一定会达到目的。那是显而易见的。我们的国父孙中山先生就是一个最理想的例子。他致力于国民革命约四十年，遭遇到许多次的失败，但是他决不灰心。结果，他赢了，中华民国诞生了。
VI. Guided Writing (15%)

Directions: For this part you are allowed 30 minutes to write a letter in reply to a friend. You should write at least 100 words and the following hints should be included.

1. Suggesting which major to choose and the reasons

2. The basic requirements for taking this major

3. About how to prepare the entrance exam for this major

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Key

I.
Listening Comprehension (20%)



1. B 
2. B 
3. D 
4. B 
5. D 
6. C 
7. C 
8. A 
9. D 
10. A 


11. D 
12. C 
13. D 
14. B 
15. D 
16. A 
17. C 
18. A 
19. A 
20. D

II.
Reading Comprehension (30%)

Passage One
21. D 
22. C 
23. B 
24. C
25. D

Passage Two 
26. D 
27. A 
28. C 
29. A 
30. C

Passage Three
31. A 
32. D 
33. B 
34. B 
35. C

Passage Four 
36. A 
37. D 
38. B
39. C 
40. A

III. Vocabulary and Structure (15%)

41. C 
42. D 
43. D 
44. A 
45. D 
46. D 
47. C 
48. C 
49. C 
50. C

51. B 
52. D
53. C 
54. B 
55. D 
56. C 
57. D 
58. A 
59. D 
60. D

61. D 
62. A 
63. D
64. C 
65. B 
66. A
67. B
68. C
 69. C 
70. B

IV.
Close (5%)

71. survival 
72. meant 
73. serve
74. compare
75. disaster

76. comforting
77. besides 
78. assess
79. horizons 
80.limited
V. Translation (15%)

The secret of success is not so much money as a strong will. A great man is one who has a strong will and an indomitable spirit. In other words, if a man does not have a strong will to win the final victory, he will never succeed in his life. He is no more than a failure.

It is quite obvious that there is no difficult thing (nothing difficult) in the world. If you make up your mind to do it, you will certainly accomplish your end. That stands to reason. Our National Father, Dr. Sun Yat-Sen, is the most ideal example. He was devoted to the revolution about forty years. He met with many failures, but he was anything but discouraged. As a result, he won, the Republic of China was born.

VI. Guided Writing (15%)

December 23rd, 2005 
Dear …
　　When it comes to which major you should choose, I propose that you apply for the major of English. To begin with, English is the most popular language in the world, which is widely used in all fields such as teaching, translation, foreign trade and so on. What’s more, it goes without saying that English majors are more likely to find a good job in the tighter and tighter job market.
　　In order to study at English Department, you have to meet the following requirements. In the first place, you have to spend a lot of time on it, just as the old saying goes, “Practice makes perfect”. In the second place, the basic skills of reading, writing, listening and speaking are necessary, because they are the foundations for your future study. Last but not the least important, you need an intense interest in learning English since “interest is the best teacher.”
As far as the preparation work is concerned, you should first of all review all the required vocabulary. In addition, you’d better spend some time on reading and writing. Only through these measures can you hope to enroll in our university.
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　Yours sincerely,

                                                      (signature)

Tapescript of Listening Comprehension

Section A

Directions:
In this section, you will hear 10 short conversations. At the end of each conversation, a question will be asked about what was said. Both the conversation and the question will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then mark the corresponding letter with a single line through the center. 

Example: You will hear:  
M: Is it possible for you to work late, Miss Grey?

W: Work late? I suppose so, if you really think it’s necessary.

Q: Where do you think this conversation most probably took place?

         You will read:  A) At the office.

B) In the waiting room.

C) At the airport.

D) In a restaurant.

From the conversation we know that the two were talking about some work they had to finish in the evening. This is most likely to have taken place at the office. Therefore, A) “At the office” is the best answer. You should choose [A] and mark it with a single line through the center.
1. W: Jack, would you please check my mailbox while I’m gone?


M: Sure, no problem.


Q: What does the man mean?
2. M: I wish I had gone to the party last night. They say it was great fun.


W: Sure it was. I enjoyed it very much.


Q: What do you know from the conversation?   
3. W: The front tire is flat, and the brake doesn’t seem to work very well.


M: Why not take it to Mr. Jones?


Q: What does Mr. Jones do?

4. W: This box is really too heavy for me to carry.


M: Why don’t you let me give you a hand?


Q: How can we describe the man?
5.
M: Does the film start at 8:00 or 8:15?


W: It starts at 8:30 and ends at 10:40.


Q: How long does the film last?
6.
M: I want to see the doctor today.


W: I’m sorry. The doctor has a full calendar for today.


Q: What does the woman mean?

7.
W: What time does your bus leave for the office in the morning?


M: It leaves at 7 o’clock, except on Fridays when it leaves 30 minutes later.


Q: What time does the man’s bus leave on Fridays?

8.
M: What! Five minutes ago you told me the rooms are full. But you just gave one to that man!


W: You seem to misunderstand me, sir. That man had a reservation.


Q: What is the relationship between the two speakers?
9.
M: These oranges are good.


W: Good? They are the best I’ve had.


Q: What does the woman mean?

10.
M: I have to phone my secretary before we leave.

W: There is not much time, maybe you’d better get Tom to phone for you.

  
Q: What does the woman mean?

Section B

Directions: In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then mark the corresponding letter with a single line through the center.

Passage One

Mrs Wilson, the middle-aged wife of a rich businessman, invited some of her friends to lunch. She was very anxious to try a new way of cooking a fish dish, and she was very pleased with herself when the dish was ready.  As the dish was very hot, she put it near the open window to cool for a few minutes.  However, five minutes later, when she came back for it, she was shocked to find the neighbor’s cat, Chester, at the dish.  Fortunately, she was in time to stop the cat before it was too late.  That afternoon was a good success and everyone enjoyed the dish very much.  They talked and laughed till four o’clock.

At the end of the afternoon, when she was alone again, Mrs Wilson felt tired but happy. She was in an armchair just near the window when, through the window, she was horrified to see the neighbor’s cat dead in her garden!  Why, the fish dish must be bad!  What would happen to her friends?  She at once telephoned the family doctor for advice.  The doctor told her to telephone each of the visitors to meet him at the hospital as soon as possible.  Finally the danger was over.  Once again Mrs Wilson was alone in her armchair in the living room, still tired but no longer happy.  Just then the telephone rang.  It was her neighbor.  “Oh, Millie,” her neighbor cried, “Chester is dead.  She was killed by someone in a car and put in your garden…”

Questions 11 to 13 are based on the passage you have just heard.

11.What happened after Mrs Wilson put the fish dish near the open window?

12.When did Mrs Wilson see her neighbor’s cat lying dead in her garden?

13.Who or what killed the cat?
Passage Two

Dear Patrick;

I wonder if you could help me. A colleague of mine, Britte O’Brian, is moving to Dublin and looking for a job.

This is her background: she left school in 1990 and trained as a clerk at ABC Pharmaceuticals. She finished her training in 1992 and worked at this company for 4 years. In 1998 she joined our company as a senior clerk. After 2 years she became assistant manager of the export department. In the evening she took computing and language courses. She now speaks fluent English and some Spanish. Her husband is from Dublin and she lived there for a year in 1997. She is a very good worker and I can recommend her. 

If you need any further information, I can ask her to send a complete curriculum vitae. Thank you for your help.

Best wishes,

Alain

Questions 14 to 16 are based on the passage you have just heard.

14. What kind of letter have you heard?
15. In which year did Brigitte become assistant manager?

16. Which of the following is true?

Passage Three

In early days no medical college took a woman student. Elizabeth Blackwell, however, was determined to become a doctor. The young American wrote again and again to a number of colleges, asking if she could be enrolled, but each time the answer was NO.

Then one day, to her surprise, she got a letter from the dean of a college in Geneva, which said YES.

At first Geneva College, like the other colleges, was not willing to enroll Liza. But later the important people of that college learned that Liza’s application had the support of a famous doctor, and they were afraid to offend that man.

So the dean decided to play a trick by turning the matter over to the students’ general meeting of the college, thinking that the students would be the last to agree to take Liza. When the student body met, most students took no interest in the matter. Of the rest, some considered the young American’s idea interesting and some thought by having Liza they could be proud of their college training the world’s first woman doctor. Very soon the students all agreed to accept Elizabeth.

The dean of Geneva College was of course very sorry to learn this, but seeing that he could do nothing to keep Elizabeth out, he gave in.

Questions 17 to 20 are based on the passage you have just heard.

17. Why did medical colleges refuse to accept Elizabeth?

18. Which college at last enrolled Elizabeth?

19. Which of the following is quite beyond the dean’s expectation?

20. What is the reason that the dean accepted Elizabeth?  

