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《大学英语》
3级学业测试题

I. Listening Comprehension (20%)

Section A

Directions:
In this section, you will hear ten short conversations. At the end of each conversation, a question will be asked about what was said. Both the conversation and the question will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A, B, C and D, and then decide which is the best answer.

1. 
A. Go to the beach with her friends.


B. See Professor Jones after class.


C. Postpone her meeting with Professor Jones.


D. Give a speech in Professor Jones class.
2.
A. Some meat and fruit.


B. Some fruit only.


C. Nothing.


D. Anything but some meat.

3.
A. The baker.
B. The woman’s mother.  
C. The man.   
D. The woman.
4.
A. By plane
B. By bus              
C. By car     
D. By ship

5.
A. 69   
B. 67           
C. 59 
D. 76
6.
A. He smokes 10 cigarettes a day.


B. He still smokes.


C. He used to smoke 20 cigarettes a day.


D. He stopped smoking.

7.
A. It was a disaster.


B. It was better.


C. It was not good enough.


D. It was great.

8.
A. Sales clerk and customer.


B. Waitress and customer.


C. Doctor and patient.


D. Teacher and student.

9.
A. The graduate students could understand the lecture.


B. The undergraduate students could understand the lecture.


C. Both the undergraduate students and graduate students could understand the lecture.


D. Neither the undergraduates nor the graduate students could understand the lecture.

10.
A. It’s not raining.


B. It’s drizzling.


C. It’s raining very hard.


D. Her clothes are made of silk.

Section B

Directions:
In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passages and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear one question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A, B, C and D.

11.
A. The two levels of language usage.

   
B. Purpose of language usage.

   
C. The two differences between formal language and informal language.

   
D. Several situations of language usage.

12.
A. When we write business letters.

   
B. When we have a conversation with our parents' friend.

   
C. When we talk with our colleagues.

   
D. When we give class lectures.

13.
A. Other levels of language usage.

   
B. Another difference between formal and informal language.

   
C. The situations in which informal language is used.

   
D. The identification of formal language and informal language.

14.
A. In 1927 in New York.

   
B. In 1927 in Massachusetts.

   
C. In 1928 in New York.

   
D. In 1928 in Massachusetts. 

15.
A. Tom Lehrer began to write songs.

   
B. Tom Lehrer made his first record.

   
C. Tom Lehrer wrote songs for a popular television show.

   
D. Tom Lehrer recorded a third album.

16.
A. He was a professional singer.

   
B. His songs were popular among the college students as well as the children.

   
C. He stopped singing in 1977.

   
D. His songs make fun of society and its concerns.

17.
A. It is a hand-held phone with antenna.

   
B. It is a small phone without any wire.

   
C. Using it often can definitely harm human tissue.

   
D. It can release large amount of radiation while in use.
18.
A. Scientists claimed that cell phones are harmful to people's health.

   
B. A man took a legal action against the maker of a cell phone.

   
C. Many charges were made in the media and court that cell phones may cause cancer.

   
D. The cell phones industry invested a lot of money to find out whether cell phones are safe.

19.
A. $ 2,700,000

   
B. $ 3,700,000

   
C. $ 27,000,000

   
D. $ 37,000,000

20.
A. Some experts of the Wireless Research Group suggest that cell phones are not safe.

   
B. Cell phone radiation may cause genetic damage to human bodies.

   
C. More and more people begin to limit use of cell phones because it is harmful to health.

   
D. It's certain that too much use of cell phones may cause brain cancer.

II. Reading Comprehension (40%)

Passage One

Americans are proud of their variety and individuality, yet they love and respect few things more than a uniform, whether it is the uniform of an elevator operator or the uniform of a five-star general. Why are uniforms so popular in the United States? 

Among the arguments for uniforms, one of the first is that in the eyes of most people they look more professional than civilian (百姓的) clothes. People have become conditioned to expect superior quality from a man who wears a uniform. The television repairman who wears a uniform tends to inspire more trust than one who appears in civilian clothes. Faith in the skill of a garage mechanic is increased by a uniform. What easier way is there for a nurse, a policeman, a barber, or a waiter to lose professional identity(身份) than to step out of uniform? 

Uniforms also have many practical benefits. They save on other clothes. They save on laundry bills. They are tax-deductible(可减税的). They are often more comfortable and more durable than civilian clothes. 

Primary among the arguments against uniforms is their lack of variety and the consequent loss of individuality experienced by people who must wear them. Though there are many types of uniforms, the wearer of any particular type is generally stuck with it, without change, until retirement. When people look alike, they tend to think, speak, and act similarly, on the job at least. 

Uniforms also give rise to some practical problems. Though they are long-lasting, often their initial expense is greater than the cost of civilian clothes. Some uniforms are also expensive to maintain, requiring professional dry cleaning rather than the home laundering possible with many types of civilian clothes. 

21.
It is surprising that Americans who worship variety and individuality _______. 
A) still judge a man by his clothes 
B) hold the uniform in such high regard 
C) enjoy having a professional identity 
D) will respect an elevator operator as much as a general in uniform 

22.
People are accustomed to thinking that a man in uniform _______. 
A) suggests quality work 
B) discards his social identity 
C) appears to be more practical 
D) looks superior to a person in civilian clothes 

23. The chief function of a uniform is to _______. 
A) provide practical benefits to the wearer 
B) make the wearer catch the public eye 
C) inspire the wearer's confidence in himself 
D) provide the wearer with a professional identity 

24.
According to the passage, people wearing uniforms _______. 
A) are usually helpful 
B) have little or no individual freedom 
C) tend to lose their individuality 
D) enjoy greater popularity 

25.
The best title for this passage would be _______. 
A) Uniforms and Society 
B) The Importance of Wearing a Uniform 
C) Practical Benefits of Wearing a Uniform 
D) Advantages and Disadvantages of Uniforms 
Passage Two
The rise of multinational corporations (跨国公司), global marketing, new communications technologies, and shrinking cultural differences have led to an unparalleled increase in global public relations or PR. 

Surprisingly, since modern PR was largely an American invention, the U.S. leadership in public relations is being threatened by PR efforts in other countries. Ten years ago, for example, the world's top five public relations agencies were American owned. In 1991, only one was. The British in particular are becoming more sophisticated and creative. A recent survey found that more than half of all British companies include PR as part of their corporate (公司的) planning activities, compared to about one third of U.S. companies. It may not be long before London replaces New York as the capital of PR. 

Why is America lagging behind in the global PR race? First, Americans as a whole tend to be fairly provincial and take more of an interest in local affairs. Knowledge of world geography, for example, has never been strong in this country. Secondly, Americans lag behind their European and Asian counterparts (相对应的人)in knowing a second language. Less than 5 percent of Burson Marshall's U.S. employees know two languages. Ogilvy and Mather has about the same percentage. Conversely, some European firms have half or more of their employees fluent in a second language. Finally, people involved in PR abroad tend to keep a closer eye on international affairs. In the financial PR area, for instance, most Americans read the Wall Street Journal. Overseas, their counterparts read the Journal as well as the Financial Times of London and The Economist, publications not often read in this country. 

Perhaps the PR industry might take a lesson from Ted Turner of CNN (Cable News Network). Turner recently announced that the work “foreign” would no longer be used on CNN news broadcasts. According to Turner, global communications have made the nations of the world so interdependent that there is no longer any such thing as foreign. 

26.
According to the passage, U.S. leadership in public relations is being threatened because there is _______. 
A) an unparalleled increase in the number of public relations companies 
B) shrinking cultural differences and new communications technologies 
C) decreasing number of multinational corporations in the U.S. 
D) increased efforts of other countries in public relations 

27.
London could soon replace New York as the center of PR because_______. 
A) British companies are more ambitious than U.S. companies
B) British companies place more importance on PR than U.S. companies 
C) British companies are heavily involved in planning activities 
D) four of the world's top public relations agencies are British owned 

28.
The word “provincial” (Line 2, Para. 3) most probably means “_______”. 
A) limited in outlook 
B) like people from the provinces 
C) rigid in thinking 
D) interested in world financial affairs 

29.
We learn from the third paragraph that employees in the American PR industry_______. 
A) speak at least one foreign language fluently 
B) are ignorant about world geography 
C) are not as sophisticated as their European counterparts 
D) enjoy reading a great variety of English business publications 

30.
What lesson might the PR industry take from Ted Turner of CNN? 
A) American PR companies should be more internationally minded. 
B) The American PR industry should develop global communications technologies. 
C) People working in PR should be more fluent in foreign languages. 
D) People involved in PR should avoid using the word “foreign”. 

Passage Three
The field of medicine had always attracted its share of quacks and charlatans --- that is, disreputable（名声不佳的）women and men with little or no medical knowledge who promise quick cures at cheap prices. The reasons why quackery thrives even in modern times are not hard to find.

To begin with, pain seems to be a chronic（长期的） human condition. A person whose body or mind “hurts” will often pay any amount of money for the promise of relief. Second, even the best medical treatment can not cure all the ills that beset（困扰）men and women. People who mistrust or dislike the truth that their physicians tell them often turn to more sympathetic ears.

Many people lack the training necessary to evaluate medial claims. Given the choice between (a) a reputable physician who says a cure for cancer will be long, difficult, expensive, and may not work at all, and (b) a salesperson who says that five bottles of a secret formula “snake oil” will cure not only cancer, but tuberculosis, and bad breath as well, some individuals will opt for the bottle of snake oil.

Many “snake oil” remedies are highly laced with alcohol or narcotic drugs. Anyone who drinks them may get so drunk that they drown their pains in the rising tide of pleasant intoxication. Little wonder that “snake oil” is a popular cure-all for minor aches and hurts! But let there be no misunderstandings. A very few “home remedies” actually work. However, most remedies sold by quacks are not only useless, but often can be harmful to the user as well.

31. All of the following are reasons why quacks continue to do business EXCEPT that _______.

A)
people are often willing to pay any amount of money for the promise of relief

B)
many people are not in a position to evaluate medical claims and diagnoses

C)
many “snake oil” remedies will not do harm to the patient, even if they do not actually work

D)
quacks, apparently sympathetic, can easily coax patients in to believing that they can help them recover

32. According to the passage, the author would probably agree that _______.

A) sometimes people do get some help from charlatans

B) doctors do not lie to their patients

C) quacks and charlatans are motivated by the desire to help mankind

D) only poorly educated people seek quacks’ advice

33. The phrase “opt for” (paragraph 3) can best be replaced by_______.

A) “choose”     B) “decide on ”     C) “pick up”     D) “accept”
34. According to the author, which of the following is true?

A) Most home remedies are effective.

B) “Snake oil” remedies are a popular cure-all for minor aches and pains.

C) “Snake oil” remedies can help a patient psychologically, but not physically.

D) “Snake oil” remedies are merely alcohol or narcotic drugs.

35. Using context clues, we may infer that the word “intoxication” means “the condition of being ______”.

A) poisoned      B) unconscious     C) asleep     D) drunk

Passage Four

Read the following passage and answer the questions or complete sentences.

I have an acquaintance who is writing quite an important paper on the threat of unbridled population growth, which he calls “pollulution”: very clever, and I can see why he finds the word irresistible. But are all these new words necessary?

Why do so many people worry about the population explosion, and so few about the language explosion? Words, like people, when they multiply too fast, decay before they have time to mature. Charcel W. Ferguson points out that Dr Samuel Johnson’s Dictionary, published in 1755, contained but 58,000 words; Noah Webster’s, in 1828, offered 70,000; and the current Webster’s Unabridged carries well over 600,000, with another 400,000 technical terms waiting in the wings. Professor Albert H. Marckwardt of the University of Michigan adds that the next two centuries may see an increase of the total English vocabulary to more than two million words.

There is probably no author in the language from whose works, however voluminous, containing more than 10,000 words. Few of us use as many as 5,000 in conversation. Our dictionaries are bulked out with words that are useless save to the specialist.

The language explosion had become ridiculous. Let us begin throwing unwanted words out into the snow to perish, as the Spartans did with their girl babies.

Better still, let us carry out a verbal operation on all writers, excepting only two or three dozen selected poets. I should be tempted to include even them, but the ones I have excepted are long dead.

36. Why does the author mention the coinage “pollulution” at the beginning of the passage? ______
   _____________________________________________________________________________.

37. According to the passage, the term “language explosion” can be defined as ________________

   _____________________________________________________________________________.

38. In the second paragraph, the author implies that many of the new words may inevitably _______

   _____________________________________________________________________________.

39. What is the maximum number of vocabulary a work could contain? ______________________
   _____________________________________________________________________________.

40. What does the pronoun “them” in the last sentence refer to? ____________________________
   _____________________________________________________________________________.

III. Vocabulary and Structure (15%)

41. Fuel scarcities and price increases ________ automobile designers to scale down the largest models and to develop completely new lines of small cars and trucks.  


A. persuaded   
B. enlightened  
C. imposed     
D. prompted
42.
The shop assistant was dismissed as she was ________ of cheating customers.   

A. scolded  
B. cursed      
C. accused     
D. charged    

43. 
Critics believe that the control of television by mass advertising has ______ the quality of the programs.  


A. lessened  
B. affected  
C. effected     
D. declined
44. 
I am afraid that you have to alter your ______ views in light of the tragic news that has just arrived.  


A. pessimistic   
B. indifferent 
C. optimistic 
D. distressing 
45.
It was felt that he lacked the ______ to pursue a difficult task to the very end.   

    A. engagement 
B. commitment 
C. persuasion  
D. obligation
46.
British and American justice works on the _______ that an accused person is innocent until he’s proven guilty.

   A. terms  
B. premise   
C. situation   
D. condition

47. He is quite sure that it's ________ impossible for him to fulfill the task within two days. 

　 A. exclusively
B. absolutely　　　
C.  fully       
D. roughly

48. The old couple decided to _____ a boy and a girl though they had three children of their own.  


A. bring     
B. adapt      
C. receive     
D. adopt
49.
The test results are beyond______; they have been repeated in labs all over the world. 

A. bargain 
B. dispute           C. negotiation
D. conflict 
50. The goal is to make higher education available to everyone ______ his financial conditions and social status. 


A. regardless of  
B. in terms of 
C. with respect to   
D. in accord with
51. 
To call the music of another music-culture ‘primitive’ is _____ one’s own standards on a group that does not recognize them.  


A. forcing 
B. emphasizing 
C. putting 
D. imposing 
52. 
Classroom testing, if well done, most certainly _____ a stimulus to study and real learning. 

   
A. acts to 
B. acts as
C. acts on 
D. acts for
53. 
I feel quite confident in ________ Mr. Smith to you for the vacant post of research assistant.  

    A. submitting 
B. proclaiming 
C. recalling    
D. recommending
54.
What you say now is not ______ with what you said last week. 

A. permanent
B. persistent
C. consistent      
D. insistent

55. 
To repair injuries such as burns, skin is sometimes ______ from one area of the body to another. 

    A. transplanted 
B. transformed 
C. transmitted  
D. taken

56. 
UN peacekeeping forces are expected to ______ positions in postwar Iraq. 

    A. take to 
B. take back  
C. take up 
D. take in 
57. 
Eye contact is important because wrong contact may create a communication ________.  

　  A. tragedy
B. barrier　　　
C. question   
D. vacuum

58. ________ energy under the earth must be released in one form or another, for example, an earthquake.  

　  A. Gathered　　     B. Accumulated
C. Collected 
D. Assembled 

59. 
The author of the report is well ________ with the problems in the hospital because he has been working there for many years. 
　  A. informed　　
B. acquainted
C. enlightened
D. acknowledged

60. 
When people become unemployed, it is________ which is often worse than lack of wages.


A. idleness
B. inability
C. poverty
D. laziness 
61.
___________received law degrees as today.


A. Never so many women 
B. Never have so many women  


C. The women aren’t ever 
D. Women who have never

62.
According to psychologists, a person’s attention is attracted ____________ by the intensity of different signals as by their context, significance, and information content.


A. much not as 
B. not so much
C. so not much
D. so much not

63. 
__________with the size of the whole earth, the highest mountains do not seem high at all.

A. When compared

B. Compare

C. If you compare

D. A comparison 
64. 
Do you remember where _____________ my watch?

A. did I put
B. had put I 
C. I did put
D. have I put 
65. 
I think it advisable that he ________for New York soon. 

A. will leave
B. may leave 
C. leave
D. leaves
66. 
The store_______________________.

A. that had the big sale recently went bankrupt

B. that had the big recently sale went bankrupt

C. that had the recently big sale went bankrupt

D. that recently had the big sale went bankrupt
67. 
The pilot lost contact with the military base, __________the plane crashed in the desert. 

A. by means of which
B. as a result of which

C. for which

D. because of that 
68. 
Professor Tate _____________ about him.

A. heard the students to talk
B. heard the talk by the students

C. heard the students’ talking 
D. heard the students talk 
69. 
Although she is ________ intelligent, she is _______ lazy. 

A. rather, fairly
B. much, rather
C. fairly, rather 
D. fairly, much 
70. 
Reading is to the mind_____________ food is to the body.

A. what
B. that
C. which 
D. of which 
IV. Close (10%)

Directions: There are 20 blanks in the following passage. For each blank there are four choices marked A. B. C and D. You should choose the one that best fits into the passage.

Did you ever have someone’s name on the tip of your tongue and yet you were unable to recall it?   71   this happens again, do not   72    to recall it. Do something  73   for a couple of minutes,  74   the name may come into your head. The name is there since you have met  75   person and learned his name. It  76   has to be dug out. The initial effort to recall  77   the mind for operation, but it is the subconscious   78   that go to work to dig up a  79   memory. Forcing yourself to recall  80  never helps because it doesn’t   81  your memory; it only tightens it. Students find the preparatory method helpful  82   examinations. They read over the questions   83    trying to answer any of them.  84   they answer first the ones  85   which they are most confident. Meanwhile, deeper mental activities in the subconscious mind are taking  86   ; work is being done on the   87    difficult question. By the time the easier questions are answered, answers   88   the more difficult ones will usually begin to   89   into consciousness. It is often   90   a question of waiting for recall to come to the memory.

71.  A) As     
B) When    
C) While       
D) Whether

72.  A) try       
B) want     
C) hesitate      
D) wait

73.  A) simple  
B) apart     
C) else         
D) similar

74.  A) unless   
B) and      
C) or           
D) until

75.  A) some   
B) certain    
C) a           
D) this

76.  A) then   
B) really         
C) only        
D) indeed

77.  A) leads 
B) begins         
C) helps       
D) prepares

78.  A) deeds  
B) activities      
C) movements  
D) procedures

79.  A) light   
B) fresh          
C) dim        
D) dark

80.  A) merely  
B) almost         
C) barely       
D) hardly

81.  A) loosen   
B) weaken        
C) decrease     
D) reduce

82.  A) into   
B) in              
C) about      
D) by

83.  A) after    
B) besides        
C) before      
D) against

84.  A) Thus     
B) But           
C) Therefore     
D) Then 

85.  A) of     
B) with           
C) for          
D) in

86.  A) place  
B) shape          
C) charge       
D) action

87.  A) too      
B) less           
C) not         
D) more

88.  A) to      
B) of            
C) about        
D) for

89.  A) appear  
B) grow          
C) extend      
D) come

90.  A) nearly    
B) likely          
C) just        
D) even

V. Guided Writing (15%)

Directions: For this part you are allowed 30 minutes to write a composition. The title of your composition is given. Your composition may consist of two or three paragraphs and include the following main ideas given in Chinese.

Fast Food 

1. 快餐在中国十分流行，它是现代快节奏社会的最佳反映。
2. 列举快餐受欢迎的原因。

3．然而,从营养角度来讲，快餐却差强人意。 
4. 对快餐还是以偶尔品尝为宜。

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
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Passage Four

36. As an example of the unnecessary explosion of language.

37. fast multiplication of new words

38. die out in a short time

39. Ten thousand words.

40. “Two or three dozen selected poets”.
III. Vocabulary and Structure (15%)


41.D 
42.C 
43.B 
44.A 
45.B 
46.B 
47. B 
48. D 
49.B 
50.A  

51. D 
52. B 
53. D 
54. C 
55. A 
56. C
57. B 
58. B 
59. B 
60.A

61. B 
62. B 
63. A 
64. C
65. C 
66. D 
67. B 
68. D 
69. C 
70. A 

IV. Cloze (10%)

71.B  
72.A.  
73.C  
74.B  
75.D  
76. C  
77. D  
78. B  
79. C.  80. B  

81. A  
82. B  
83.C  
84. D  
85. A  
86. A  
87. D  
88. A  
89. D  
90. C

IV. Guided Writing (15%)

Sample:

Fast Food

Fast food is becoming more popular in China, especially among children and teenagers. Today, it's certainly difficult to think of any other single thing that represents the fast pace of modern society as powerfully as fast food. 
There are several reasons for its popularity. First, it is very convenient and saves a lot of time. The trends of modern society seem to all point to one ultimate goal — saving time, and fast food well serves this purpose. You just go into a fast food restaurant, order your food, and your food is ready in no time. You can either eat it there or take it away. Second, its popularity is also attributed to the clean and comfortable environment of fast food restaurants, the excellent service, and the guaranteed quality of food. 
However, in terms of nutrition, fast food is far from satisfactory. It usually does not compose a balanced diet and is low in nutritional value. Thus, doctors suggest that people, especially children, eat fast food as little as possible. Although cooking at home is time-consuming and the following washing-up tiresome, it offers healthy and delicious meals your body likes and needs. Fast food is only a good choice when you are in a hurry and turn to it once in a while. 
Tapescript of Listening Comprehension

Section A

Directions:
In this section, you will hear ten short conversations. At the end of each conversation, a question will be asked about what was said. Both the conversation and the question will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A, B, C and D, and then decide which is the best answer.
1. M: We plan to go to the beach after class. Want to come?


W: I’d love to, but Prof. Jones wants to speak to me.


Q: What will the woman probably do?

2. M: What do you want for dinner tonight? It’s seven o’clock.


W: I’ve had enough meat at lunch, some fruit will do.


Q: What does the woman want for dinner?

3. M: That cake is delicious. Where did you buy it?


W: It’s my own creation. It’s something like my mother’s chocolate cake.


Q: Who made the cake?
4. M: I’m going to visit my parents in Dallas. They are meeting me at the airport.


W: I think your parents will be very happy to see you.


Q: How is the woman going to Dallas?

5. M: Is your computer class very crowded?

W: Well, on the first day there were 45 students in class, and the next day, 14 more students
 

came.


Q: How many students are there in the computer class?

6. M: Does Alan smoke?


W: Even though the doctor told him to stop, Alan still smokes 20 cigarettes a day.


Q: Does Alan smoke?

7. M: How was the film tonight?


W: It couldn’t have been better.


Q: What does the woman mean?

8. M: May I help you with some shoes, madam?


W: Yes. I’d like to try on those black and brown ones.


Q: What might be the relationship between the two speakers?

9. M: The undergraduates could hardly understand the French lecture given last week.


W: Neither could graduate students.


Q: What can we learn from the conversation?

10.
M: Is it raining outside?

  
W: Raining? Look at my clothes. They are soaked.

  
Q: What does the woman mean?

Section B

Directions:
In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passages and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear one question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A, B, C and D.

Passage 1

Today I want to talk about levels of language usage. You probably have noticed that people express similar ideas in different ways, depending on the situation they are in. This is very natural. All languages have two general, broad categories, or levels of usage: a formal level and an informal level. English is no exception. I'm not talking about correct and incorrect English. What I'm talking about are two levels of correct English. The difference in these two levels is the situation in which you use a particular level. Formal language is the kind of language you find in textbooks, reference books such as encyclopedias, and in business letters. For example, a letter to a university would be in formal style. You would also use formal English in compositions and essays that you write in school. People usually use formal English when they give classroom lectures or speeches and at ceremonies such as graduations. We also tend to use formal language in conversations with persons we don't know well or with people we have a formal relationship with, such as professors, bosses, doctors, friends of our parents', strangers, etc. Informal language is used in conversation with colleagues, family and friends, and when we write personal notes or letters to close friends, as well as in diaries, etc.

Formal language is different from informal language in several ways. However, today I'm going to talk only about a couple of ways. First of all, formal language tends to be more polite. Interestingly, it usually takes more words to be polite. For example, I might say to a friend or family member, “Close the door, please,” but to a stranger or someone in authority I probably would say, “Would you mind closing the door?” or “Excuse me, could you please close the door?” Using words like “could” and “would” makes my request sound more polite, but also more formal. I want to be polite but not too formal with my friends and family. 

Questions 11 to 13 are based on the passage you have just heard.

11. What does the passage mainly talk about?

12. In which of the following situations do we use informal language, according to the passage?

13. What is going to be discussed next?

Passage 2

A record company has released some funny songs first recorded many years ago by an American mathematics teacher named Tom Lehrer. The songs may be old, but they are still popular.

Tom Lehrer was born in 1928 in New York City. He began college at Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts when he was fifteen years old. Today, he teaches mathematics to college students.

Tom Lehrer is well-known for writing and performing songs that make fun of society and its concerns. He wrote many of these songs in the 1940s and 50s. One example is the song “Who's Next?” which criticizes the spread of nuclear arms.

Tom Lehrer made his first record in 1953. It became popular first among college students. Soon, he was performing at universities and other places. During the 1960s, he wrote songs for a popular television show. Also he recorded a third album. It included a song called “Pollution”. It pretends to give advice to foreign visitors to the United States.

Tom Lehrer is seventy-two years old now. He stopped performing in 1967. About twenty years ago, he wrote and recorded a few songs for the children's television show “The Electric Company”. The purpose of the show was to teach children to read.

Questions 14 to 16 are based on the passage you have just heard.

14. When and where was Tom Lehrer born?

15. What happened in 1953?

16. Which of the following is true about Tom Lehrer?

Passage 3

Cellular phones or mobile phones are small, wireless, hand-held devices. They are held close to the user's head during normal use. The antennas on these phones produce low levels of radio signal radiation while in use. Most of the debate about cell phones involves the amount of radiation they release. Scientists have known that intense exposure to electromagnetic radiation can harm human tissue. But they do not know if the small amounts of radiation from cell phone antennas can do serious damage.

The issue first came to the public in 1993. A man from the American State of Florida said his wife died of brain cancer caused by radiation from her cell phone. He took legal action against the maker of the cell phone. However, the legal action was dismissed because of lack of scientific and medical evidence. Since then, there have been many charges made in the media and in the courts that cell phones may cause cancer.

Seven years ago, the cell phone industry organized an independent research group to find out whether the telephones are safe. The industry provided 27 million dollars for the group to carry out the study.

Experts from the Wireless Technology Research group recently announced some of their findings. The group generally found little evidence to link cell phone use and brain cancer. But lead researcher George Carlo says there is enough evidence to suggest that cell phones are not completely safe. He says there is strong evidence that high levels of cell phone radiation can cause genetic damage to blood cells. He also noted several small studies that linked cell phone use and tumors.
Questions 17 to 20 are based on the passage you have just heard.

17. What do you know about a cell phone from the passage?

18. What happened in 1993?

19. How much money was provided by the cell phone industry to carry out the study on cell phones?

20. Which of the following is true, according to this passage?
