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SFLEP College English (New Edition) Achievement Test (Band 3)

Tapescript of Listening Comprehension
Section A

Directions: In this section, you will hear 10 short conversations. At the end of each conversation, a question will be asked about what was said. Both the conversation and the question will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then mark the corresponding letter with a single line through the center. 

1. M: Can I borrow 140 dollars from you?

W: Sorry, I only have 114 dollars.

Q: How much does the man want to borrow?

2. W: Is there anything I can do for you?

M: Well, I’d like to buy some socks and a shirt — a whit one with long sleeves, please.

Q: What is the most probable relationship between these two people?

3. M: The lock on my front door is broken.

W: Why don’t you have Mr. Smith fix it? He’s very good.

Q: What does the woman suggest the man do?

4. M: Make thirty copies for me and twenty copies for Mr. Brown.

W: Certainly, sir. As soon as I make the final correction on the original.

Q: How many copies will the woman make?

5. M: Will you be here at 12:00?

W: No, I’ll be thirty minutes late.

Q: When will the woman arrive?

6. M: Mr. Thomson said he would fire me if I weren’t punctual again.

W: Don’t let it get you down. He always talks like that.

Q: What does the woman mean?

7. W: Did you hear what the captain just said over the loudspeaker? I couldn’t make it out.

M: He said that the ship might not be able to cast its anchor. It’s fogged in.

Q: What happened to the ship they were talking about?

8. M: Miss, what time is Flight 645 for Chicago due to depart?

W: It leaves at 9:50, but you must check in one hour prior to departure.

Q: At what time must the passenger be at the airport for Flight 645?

9. M: My classmates invited me to go to the seaside. What’s your plan for the holidays?

W: I have two months for my holidays. I plan to visit my uncle and aunt during the first week. After that I’d like to be alone with myself for a month. Then I’ll join my parents in Italy.

Q: For how long will the woman stay with her parents?

10. M: I want to ask you if this bus goes down Fifth Avenue as far as Greenwich Village.

W: That’s right. Move along, please. There are more people waiting to get on. Move to the rear. There are plenty of seats there.

Q: Where are the seats according to the woman?

Section B (10%)

Directions: In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then mark the corresponding letter with a single line through the center.

Passage One

   A long time ago, when aeroplanes were not very big or strong yet, all passengers had to be weighed with their luggage so that planes did not have to carry more than it was safe to carry. Then later, when aeroplanes became bigger and stronger, only the luggage had to be weighed; and now very often, the luggage has to be measured instead of being weighed, because size is more important to the airlines than weight. Aeroplanes are so big and strong now that they can carry almost any weight.

   But before a passenger can travel by Hawaiian Airlines, he or she still has to be weighed. Once when one fat man was asked by the airlines’ clerk how much he weighed, he thought for a few seconds and then said to her: “With or without my clothes?”

   “Well, sir,” the girl answered, “how are you planning to travel?”

Questions 11 to 13 are based on the passage you have just heard.

11. Why did aeroplane passengers have to be weighed with their luggage a long time ago?

12. What happens to luggage now?

13. What is true of Hawaiian Airlines?

Passage Two

   Television, it is often said, keeps one informed about current events, allows one to follow the latest developments in science and politics, and offers an endless series of programmes which are both instructive and stimulating. The most distant countries and the strangest customs are brought right into one’s sitting-room. It could be argued that the radio performs this service just as well; but on television everything is much more living, much more real. Yet here again there is a danger. The television screen itself has a terrible, almost physical attraction for us. We get so used to looking at its movements, so dependent on its flashing and moving pictures, that it begins to control our lives. A friend of mine told me the other day that his television set had broken down and that he and his family had suddenly found that they had far more time to do things, and that they had actually begun to talk to each other again. It makes one think, doesn’t it?

Questions 14 to 16 are based on the passage you have just heard.

14. What is the danger of television?

15. What did the friend’s family realize when their television set broke down?

16. What does the speaker think about television in general?

Passage Three

   All big cities are quite similar. Living in a modern Asian city is not very different from living in an American city. The same cannot be said about living on farms, however.

   In many parts of the world, farmers and their families live in villages or towns. In the United States, however, each farm family lives on its own fields, often beyond the sight of any neighbours. Instead of traveling from a village to the fields every morning, American farmers stay on their land throughout the week. They travel to the nearest town on Saturdays for shopping or on Sundays for church. The children ride on buses to large schools which serve all of the farm families living in the area. In some areas, there are small schools serving a few farm families, and the children walk to school.

   Of course life keeps changing for everyone, including farmers. Today there are cars, good roads, radios, and television sets. And of course there are modern machines for farming. All of these have changed farm life.

   For many years, however, farming in America was often a lonely way of living. Farmers had to deal with their own problems, instead of getting help from others. They learned to try new methods, and to trust their own ideas instead of following older ways.

Questions 17 to 20 are based on the passage you have just heard.

17. What is the passage about?

18. Which of the following is not true according to the passage?

19. How do the farmer’s children go to large schools?

20. What did the farmers have to do in the past?

Key to CET3

I. Listening Comprehension


1. D 
2. B  
3. D   
4. C   
5. D 
6. C
7. A
8. B
9. D
10. C


11. D 
12. B  
13. A  
14. D  
15. A
16. A
17. A
18. C
19. B
20. B

II. Reading Comprehension

Passage One:  
21. A  
22. D  
23. B  
24. C  
25. D

Passage Two:
26. B  
27. A  
28. D  
29. B  
30. C

Passage Three:
31. A  
32. A  
33. B  
34. B  
35. D

Passage Four: Read the following passage and answer each question with 10 words.
36. Layoffs.

37. Ethical.

38. Being taken to court.

39. Keep the secret./ Not disclosing the news.

40. No.

III. Vocabulary and Structure
41. B  
42. B
43. B  
44. C  
45. B  
46. A
47. C
48. B
49. D
50.A
51. A
52. D
53. D  
54. D  
55. C
56. C
57. C
58. C
59. A
60. A
61. D
62. D 
63. B  
64. A  
65. A
66. C
67. D
68. A
69. B
70. B

IV. Cloze

71. B
72. A
73. C 
74. B 
75. D 
76. C 
77. A 
78. C   
79. B   
80. D

81. C
82. A   
83. C 
84. B  
85. D 
86. C 
87. A 
88. B   
89. A   
90. D

V. Guided Writing


Man and Woman Choose Their Own Leisure Activities

Though most adult men and women have a job today, many of them still spare some time for leisure activities. It is interesting, however, to note that there is a difference between the degrees to which men and women involve in certain leisure activities.

We find out women spend more of their leisure time shopping. However, more men than women like to do sports. There is a slight difference between the numbers of men and women who watch television, movies, shows or listen to music.

The fact that more women than men like to do shopping can be explained in two points. First, in general, women pay more attention than men to what they look like and what they dress every day. Second, it is the women who shop for the home necessities and their children's needs. Therefore, they prefer shopping more than men do. As for the fact that more men than women like exercising, it is because men in general like outdoor activities more than women do.
